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THE CONGREGATION OF THE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


(White Sisters) 


The Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa was founded in 1869 
by Cardinal Lavigerie to aid the White Fathers in Christianizing the Moslem and pagan women 
of Ajrica and through their means conquer the family and society. The Sisters cooperate with the 
White Fathers in all kinds of catechetical, medical and educational works in 143 missions scattered 
over the vast African Continent. 


Though there are over 1700 White Sisters, the number is far from being sufficient to cope 
with the present day needs of our missions. Sisters are needed to staff more catechetical classes, 
grammar, high and normal schools, as well as more hospitals, dispensaries, baby welfare centers, 
leprosariums, ete. 


Doctors, nurses, teachers, as well as young girls without any special training, who feel 
called to devote their lives to foreign missionary work, would find ample scope for their zeal 
among the Africans. 

The White Sisters receive their religious training and pronounce their vows in this country 
before leaving for the missions. 


Any young girl who would like to become a White Sister, and thus attain her personal sanc- 


tification through active work for the evangelization of Africa, may apply to 


Mother Superior 
White Sisters’ Training Center 
R. R. 2, Belleville, Illinois 


Please address all other correspondence to 


W hite Sisters’ Convent 
319 Middlesex Ave. 
Metuchen, N. ]. 
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Fe. eaal — ceetaict 


The Africans love their rosary because they love Mary, the Mother of God. 
They willingly abandoned their pagan amulets and now openly wear their rosary 
around their neck instead. They are as proud of it as of jewels of great price. 
They often let the beads slip through their fingers, while coming or going; their 
lips softly framing the words of the HAIL MARY. There are tribulations and 
sufferings of all kinds in their humble lives and they turn to the rosary for strength, 


light and consolation . . . a tangible proof to them of the protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 
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THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, New Jersey. 
Annual subscription $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office of 
Metuchen, New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
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Mission Suuday 


E WOULD LIKE to remind our readers 

that October 19th will be observed 

throughout the whole world as MIS- 
SION SUNDAY. This day set aside by the 
Holy See to focus attention upon the mission 
apostolate, affords the faithful an opportunity 
to take an active part in the magnificent work 
being done by the bishops, priests, brothers and 
sisters in all the missions of the world, in order 
to win souls to Christ and extend His reign. 


In our African missions, as well as at home, 
all Christians are called upon to contribute to 
the Holy Father’s Mission Fund. However, in 
the missions it is not a matter of just passing 
the collection basket. Most of the Africans are 
poor and in order to give, they must do some 
extra work or sacrifice some food or a string of 
beads or a bracelet, etc. Some will make the 
sacrifice of a little animal and sell it in order to 
give to the Pope’s missions. 


There are many odd jobs to be done in the 
missions. Sister has, therefore, an honor roll 
and whatever a child earns and gives is marked 
down beside his name on the list and the sum 
grows. On certain days, Sister announces to her 
pupils that there is work to be done for the 
Pope’s Missions and all those who wish to earn 
something and add to their quota should pre- 
sent themselves after school to carry soil or to 
crush bricks, etc. 


“OTHER SHEEP I HAVE 
THAT ARE NOT OF THIS 
FOLD; THEM ALSO 1 
MUST BRING, AND THEY 
SHALL HEAR MY VOICE, 
AND THERE SHALL BE 
ONE FOLD AND ONE 
SHEPHERD.” 


ST. JOHN X-16 


The children are only too happy to come to 
work in order to earn some pennies for the 
Pope. After the work is finished before leaving 
they are sure to say: “Sister, if you have any 
more work like this, remember us; because we 
like the Pope very much.” 

Nor are the adults less generous. Old Sofia 
proved her generosity as she stood before a 
Missionary fumbling in the folds of her dress. 
‘Father, here is my hard earned money,” she 
said as she produced a small package tied with 
banana fiber. As she carefully untied the twine 
and displayed several coins, she pleaded, “Take 
it now for the Pope’s missions. It is all I have 
and I have been tempted to buy some salt. You 
know the maize is so tasteless without salt, but 
I hurried to the mission with it; so that, I would 
no: yield to the temptation,” she concluded 
triumphantly. 

Our Africans measure the value of their gift 
in proportion to the sacrifices they made to be 
able to give it. Joy fills their hearts because the 
Holy Father will be pleased and Jesus will be 
known and loved by their pagan brethren. 


We like to think our dear readers will be 
just as generous and that they too will give 
until it hurts on MISSION SUNDAY; so that 
their offerings, accompanied with their prayers 


and sacrifices, will make our dear Lord reign 


in the whole world through the Immaculate 


Heart of Mary. 
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“hein Rosary | 


in the bush is ringing out for all to come to 

prayer. The noises of the day in the village 
have given way to the calm quiet of eventide, 
and the whisps of smoke that escape occasion- 
ally from the pointed roof huts, give evidence 
of the boiling pots of crushed corn within for 
the evening meal. The lady of the house moves 
about busily so that 
all will be in readiness 
when her husband re- 
turns home from work. 
He is always on time 
because this is often the 
only real meal he has 
during the whole day. 


I IS EVENING and the-bell on the lone church 


When it is finished, 
the whole family, an- 
swering the peals of 
the bell, leave for de- 
votions at the church. 
The mother, wrapped 
around in a long strip 
of material, carries the 
baby, who is never very 
far from her, on her 
back. The others 
trudge along behind. 


Before entering, the 
men lean the weapons 
— lances, thick sticks 
or gnarled clubs, 
against the exterior 
wall of the church: 
arms which the native 
always carries with 
him, but which are 
never permitted within 
the Holy Place. The 
side of the church re- 
served for the men 
fills quickly, and that 
for the women is al- 
ways full too before 
the last stroke of the 
bell. 

It is October, the month of the Holy Rosary. 
Liturgical chants are sung by the entire congre- 
gation, to be followed by the recitation of the 
rosary. Nothing distracts them from prayer — 
not the babbles or even the screams of rage 
from the infants in a bid for a little attention. 


were touched to them. 


While Jesus from the ostensorium blesses 
those whose heads are bowed in adoration, with 
special affection, the mothers lift up their most 
precious treasures, their tiny ebony babes to 


Fi, 


The statue of our Lady of Fatima which passed 
through Africa. The feet are worn because of 
the numerous rosaries of our Christians that 


offer them to the Son of God and Son of Mary. 

Devotions conclude with evening prayers and 
the church empties rapidly. 
* * * 


All the roadways and paths to the mission 
are now filled with people. They hurry alorg, 
because with increasing darkness, there will be 
danger of meeting 
the lions that choose 
this time to begin their 
nocturnal prowling. 
All day they rest in the 
shade of the mighty 
trees in the deep for- 
est, but as soon as the 
sun has disappeared 
from the horizon, they 
go in search of a water 
hole to quench their 
thirst and for prey to 
satisfy their hunger. 

ee + 


The Africans have 
a great devotion for 
the rosary. How the 
Blessed Virgin must 
look down and smile 
on them, rejoicing in 
their filial piety, She, 
the most tender of 
mothers — the Queen 
of Africa. 

The fervor, faith 
and respect with which 
these humble people 
pray leaves an impres- 
sion that is not easily 
effaced. The mission- 
aries from the very be- 
ginning have been 
charmed by their sim- 
plicity —- so what 
words could express 
the affection of Mary 
in view of the confi- 
dence with which they pray to her. 

* * & 


There are ample expressions of this devotion 
in their daily lives. 

John was only three years old when his 
mother died, who, as a good Christian, had 
confided her little family to the Blessed Virgin. 

Two years later, John became seriously ill — 
but he wasn't afraid to die. “I am happy,” he 


3 eas ans | ES ee oe oe he oe. 7 z: it 
; tea at a he Bes ed aa ar 5 ee ne aa i's Ss 
Ss Rice i, a i ae ee ere Sa eee heel Sean EO ee ae, ek ae 
: ¥ ae awh fe Ss - =e = Sai rei i ae ae a ae : ce Sian 
es is ee ob oe ee as einem Te I PAM 3) be Sy 
ri ae ~ Soe. be: eee ems een. Faia ee Te Grin ose 
ee ez ee ee a: ee eee 
i 3 ee So, 
Es 
: 4 4 
‘| » 
= 
a ge \ 
; fa , 
; er » * 
a 4 ; 
eo F a” 
es . 8 - 
. » - iF 
a ie : 
7 = 
i ‘ 
wees | 
P ” a 
? 
* 
pes 
Pia”, | 
Be ' 
a 
M eee a rah caaeaanee * Jae . a, mM Ew. ae felons fe Pe 
a es) Nis ear e us i ee ca - eee 
eae Sm gs ab ey Lae EE Ala isc SP pare & Ra S <Tees 
. st tee ? a Pi s fas plea ae ze Be. ae aM eae eG eo F 
‘ & tC Te; pe hs 2 ji pes aa Ra ce a Age! | ais ey aks ele f =a ro 
: Spe aS ae St ae eel: Pk eee ter Pe 
: Se 2 ee aes pe oa ; oe eee a 
= “i tle “ 4 ee: ° at Fh ar ee Te ae. is ey | on Or ee a ome a ay 
, gir es : ate Bee eS eg po Ne 2 ee ee oS is) See ae 
: oa ; < | ees : ; ae a ge SS 5 eed si tae tS a ' 
i oe amen 72 pean ees. 8 ee SR ae, eee ce ee a 


said, ‘to go to God, to Mary, and my mama.” 
In the tense moments of waiting and watching, 
he expressed his desire for two things: to make 
his First Communion, and to have a rosary that 
would be all his own. 


“A rosary? But you don’t know how to 
say it.” 

“Oh yes, I know. For a long time I have 
counted the ‘Aves’ on my fingers.” 


Contrary to all indications, John recovered, 
and because of his excellent dispositions, was 
allowed to make his First Communion. Of 
course he had in his possession already for some 
time the rosary he desired and had so fully 
merited, and through which he knew so well to 
speak to Heaven. 


By the time he was ten, John was admitted 
to the Junior Seminary. A tireless worker, he 
applied himself to his studies with great success. 
Latin, in particular, fascinated him, and with 
all his energies he aspired towards Holy Orders. 
The missionaries placed great hopes in him — 
but God had his own designs. John became ill 
and death, which is no respecter of persons, 
stole him from us. 


Before departing for his Heavenly home to 
rejoin his mama whom he had little known, 
and his Heavenly Mother that he loved so well 
and had so frequently invoked, John offered 
his life for the perseverance of the seminarians 
and for the conversion of pagans. 


* * * 


Another example of Mary’s love for children 
is found in Dominic. 


This young boy lay tortured and stiff in bed 
from tetanus. Tears that pain had forced from 
his eyes wet his cheeks — but clutched tightly 
in his hand was his rosary. In defiance of the 
pain that racked his body, his lips moved con- 
stantly through the long hours to tell and retell 
a countless number of “Hail Marys.” Only 
Heaven could disclose the graces he obtained 
through them. 

** © 


And Marty is the refuge of sinners. 

Even an hour after classes had begun, the 
place of Mark was still empty. The incorrigible, 
no doubt, had let himself be tempted to chase 
lizards — such harmless little creatures and 
it is such fun. “Will we ever make a serious, 
dependable student out of the vagabond?’ the 
sister thought. 


He is really very intelligent, and so good- 
hearted. In spite of endless mischief and his 
insatiable love of the great outdoors, we have 
great hopes for his future. In school he is 
attentive, interested, even absorbed in the classes 


he attends. But all of a sudden, right in the 
middle of a lesson, he drifts away on the clouds 
of a too active imagination so that he no longer 
sees or hears anything. A very unusual young 
man. 

He is absent today so the whole morning has 
been lost? No, not today. We find him before 
the sister, always very candid and precise, accus- 
ing himself and his big brown eyes, always so 
expressive, are full of tears. His sincerity and 
sorrow stopped the rebuke that was on the 
sister's lips and she asked kindly: “Where 
were you, Mark?" and beiween sobs: ‘‘Sister, 
my father is dying.” 

His father is a poor Christian who fell away 
from the faith. To be able to live without 
restraint and eliminate the kind reproaches of 
the missionaries and the good Christian people 
who were his best friends, he lived with some 
pagans. That Mark attended the Catholic school 
was according to his own wishes because the 
father would never insist that he do so. 

His father was in danger of death — in 
danger of the eternal loss of his soul: his 
plight was indeed urgent. One of his Catholic 
friends was notified, and in visiting him, pre- 
pared the way for the priest, already en route. 
He wondered what his welcome would be and 
called upon Mark to go with him. 

The sick man showed his joy on seeing the 
priest and listened respectfully to all he had 
to say. He expressed regret for the bad life he 
had been living and promised, if he recovered, 
to repair the scandal he had given. Then he 
received the Last Sacraments. He told the 
priest that he had never been without his rosary 
and that he said it from time to time. He 
reached under his pillow and it was there — 
the sole Christian article he had kept. HAIL, 
MOTHER OF MERCY... 


* * * 


Another lover of Mary is Barbara, our cook, 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Waiting their turn to enter the church 


RUNDI, A TERRITORY under Belgian man- 

date which lies to the east of the Belgian 

Congo to which it is attached politically, 
for the first time in its history xwmbers more 
Catholics than non-Catholics in its population. 
According to the latest statistical report there 
are 914,000 Catholics or catechumens preparing 
for baptisms, against 800,000 pagans, 39,000 
Protestants and 11,500 Moslems. The pagan 
bloc which is already in the minority is con- 
tinuing to break up and there is every hope that 
the country will in a short time be practically 
all Catholic. 

The Mission in Urundi began in 1898. In 
1900 there were thirty-four baptized Catholics 
there and the number increased to 15,500 in 
1925 when the vast convert movement began. 
Missionaries enjeyed calling this movement the 
“whirlwind of the Holy Spirit.” In the begin- 
ning the members of the Barundi tribe came by 
the hundreds asking to be accepted in the 
catechumenate to prepare for Catholic baptism; 
later they came by the thousands and finally by 
the tens of thousands. 


By the year 1933 Catholics in Urundi num- 
bered 107,000 and the number increased to 
200,000 in the year 1936, to 400,000 in 1946 
and to nearly 700,000 in 1951. 


The Barundi Catholics live up to their faith. 
With them it is not merely a question of being 
baptized. They take their Christianity seriously. 
Statistics show that only three percent of the 
marriages among Catholics are irregular with 
regard to Catholic practice and legislation. The 
average Catholic confesses three times a year 
and he receives Holy Communion twelve times 
a year. In some important centers — as for 
example, in Kitega — the average per persona 
of Communions is nineteen per year. These 
statistics show less than the reality as they do 
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not make allowance for very young children 
who cannot as yet receive the Sacraments. 

It is quite generally agreed that the manner 
of sanctifying Sunday is a good index of Catho- 
lic fervor. The Catholics of the Urundi missions 
do not fail in this respect. Even though it is 
impossible for them to assist at Mass every 
Sunday and Feastday because priests are not 
numerous enough the entire Catholic population 
readily accepts the obligation of assisting at a 
special Sunday service in their local chapel- 
school. The catechist of the locality conducts 
this service at which the faithful hear the Word 
of God and join in prayer with the whole 
Church. 

On the occasion of Mission Sunday in Brus- 
sels last year, Mr. A. Dequae, Belgian Minister 
of Colonies, paid the following tribute to mis- 
sionaries whose work he had seen at close range: 


TRIBUTE TO THE MISSIONARIES 

“Werld Mission Day gives me a new oppor- 
tunity, after my recent trip to Africa, to pay 
signal homage to the missionaries that I saw 
spending themselves on that continent with a 
devotion that claims the admiration of all. 

“These men and women who have sacrificed 
everything to their ideal of faith are doubling 
their evangelical work by educational and social 
undertakings that make it possible to extend, to 
Central Africa, the benefits of occidental civil- 
ization thoroughly impregnated with Christian 
humanism. 


“Their profound knowledge of the spirit and 
the psychology of the natives makes them most 
precious aids to the Government of the Colonies 
in the work of progress to which Belgians, 
under the aegis of their Kings, have undertaken 
to introduce the subjects of the Congo and of 
Ruanda-Urundi.” 
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Mission Work ta the Sahara 


HE HISTORY of the mission work in the 
T sanaca opens upon the names of six White 

Fathers who shed their blood to water the 
dry sands of the desert. In spite of difficulties, 
hardships and danger, the White Fathers started 
penetrating into the Sahara in 1872 and 1873; 
but it was not yet safe to go very far south. 


FIRST VICTIMS 


In 1876 thinking the conditions were at last 
favorable, three White Fathers set out to cross 
the Sahara to Tombouctou, then the most 
important city and slave market in West Africa. 
This territory officially belonged to France. Its 
inhabitants, however, were reluctant to accept 
the dominion of the conqueror; so travelling in 
the Sahara was still very risky. But the Fathers 
had hired an experienced guide of whose 
loyalty they had no doubt. Member of a gang 
of Touareg highway robbers, he had been 
wounded in a skirmish with the desert patrol. 
The missionaries nursed him back to health, 
but he was sentenced to prison for his misdeeds. 

Cardinal Lavigerie, Founder of the White 
Father's Society, obtained the young man’s par- 
don from the Governor General. Thus saved 
twice by the White Fathers, the native vowed 
eternal gratitude to his benefactors and assured 
the three missionaries that he would see them 


Rev. J. Cussac, W.F. 


safely to Tombouctou. The caravan had not 
been gone long when sinister rumors were 
echoed by travellers coming in from the desert. 
It was finally ascertained that the three coura- 
geous missionaries, betrayed by their guide, had 
been massacred by native bandits in January 
1876, not far south of El Golea. 


SECOND DISASTER 


After this disaster, Cardinal Lavigerie held 
the zeal of his missionaries in check for several 
years. In 1881 circumstances once more seemed 
favorable. A wealth of data had been collected 
on the country and its inhabitants. The minutest 
details of the plan were gone over befere three 
more White Fathers were authorized by the 
Cardinal to make a second attempt at crossing 
the Sahara. Father Richard in particular was 
recognized as eminently qualified for such a 
daring expedition. He knew the language and 
the customs of the people so well that he could 
travel in the desert without being suspected of 
being a stranger. Father had hardened himself 
to the life of the desert by travelling long dis- 
tances with caravans; he could ride a camel as 
well as the best meharists. 

The time, patience and experience involved 
in these careful preparations were to end in a 
catastrophe. In the evening of the second day 


MEHARIS camels and their riders along the sanddunes. The meharis are camels broken 
in for saddle riding and are used especially by the police force that patrols the desert 


trails to guard caravans against marauders. 
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of the trip, as they were turning in for the night, the missionaries were 
aaeene by their Touareg guides. 

But the fame of the White Fathers had by now penetrated into 
the very depths of the Sahara. They were known as being friends of 
the Arabs and not agents of European influence. Father Richard had 
become a legendary character. The native who betrayed him was 
blamed and despised by all. Befriended by no one, he wandered as 
an outcast from tribe to tribe; and finally, as a native woman had 
predicted, he himself was betrayed and stabbed to death at Touat. 

The Sahara had been watered with the blood of its first mission- 
aries. Was their sacrifice to be in vain? 


RESULTS 


Though the inhabitants of the Sahara, whether they be Arabs or 
belong to other tribes, are all Moslems and very difficult to convert, 
nevertheless, after many years of systematic work against tenacious 
fanaticism and vestiges of former hostility, these same people are cour- 
teous and friendly with the missionaries. The Moslems now openly 
admire the austere prayerful life of the Catholic Missionaries and go to 
them whenever they need counsel. 

Conversions have been made among them; whole families even 
have been baptized. Each year more are being received into the Fold. 
These cases prove conclusively that the Moslem can be converted in 
spite of unfavorable conditions. Instead of being a cause of discourage- 
ment, the difficulties strewn in the path of the missionary are an added 
stimulus to greater effort. 


MISSION WORKS 


However to obtain these results the Missionaries had to approach 
the Moslems in a much different way than the other Africans. Father 
De Foucauld, the hermit of the Sahara, summed it up when he said 
that the Moslem must be “tamed” before he is converted . . . he 
must see a Christian at work and prayer before he will even give the 
Christian religion a second thought. 

The first thing the White Fathers and the White Sisters do when 
they open a new mission station is to set up a dispensary equipped to 
care for the ordinary sicknesses of the inhabitants of the area. All 
medical assistance is given gratis and it is generally not long before 
the people begin to flock to the dispensary to have their sores and 
aches tended. Usually, this work occupies the entire time of some of 
the White Sisters assigned to the mission station. Last year the Sisters 
gave over a million treatments at their dispensaries in the Sahara. 


Dispensary at Laghouat 


A Christian Fa 
HOSPITALS 


The natives really need medical aic 
liness is practically unknown. Living cc 
it is rather easy to understand why the 
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VISITS AT DOMICILE 


When the first White Sisters atyemp 
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learned from experience that the sdle a 
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lical aid. Water is scarce and clean- 
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> s@le aim of the Sisters in coming to 
ang now they cannot go often enough 
of the Sisters, the women come out to 
1 door to door. The Sisters go into the 
| abandoned. When the Arabs witness 
charity they begin to understand that 
holy religion, something better than in 
sublime doctrines of which their per- 
) conceive, Charity, then, is the Pest 
1. 

patients open-heartedly chat with the 
prejudices dispelled, and sound advice 
sown with the hope that some day it 


INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS 


Industrial schools is the second characteristic of the Sahara mission. 
From the very first days of the mission it was evident that, after the care 
of sick bodies, the most urgent need of the Saharians was the teaching 
of a trade to the younger generation, in order to help the families 
financially. So many children and young people are ill because of 
insufficient nutrition; their parents cannot afford to buy food for the 
family. Many cannot marry, or are forced to lead a miserable life 
after marriage, because the very essentials of life are lacking. Such 
conditions necessarily breed immorality. Call them lazy if you will, 
but many Arabs do not work because they have not been taught how to 
work. Trade schools was the answer to that important social problem. 


First let us see what has been done for the menfolk of the Sahara. 
The most important establishments are two carpentry shops. One 
was opened in Ain Sefra in 1928. After the inevitable guess-work and 
fumbling of the first years, it now turns out excellent producis. The 
workmen of these shops can set up the frame and do all the woodwork 
of even large modern constructions. They can even make modern 
furniture; army officers, government officials and wealthy natives are 
ready buyers of wardrobes, card and tea tables. 

A few years ago a machine shop was added to the school at the 
express demand of the Arabs themselves who appreciated the results 
obtained by the carpentry shop. The school is now well launched and 
gives promise of still greater success for the future. 


WEAVING MILL 


Several mission stations, Ghardaia in particular, have a school of 
embroidery on leather. The native artisans of Algeria and Morocco 
are famous for their finely tooled saddles, cushions, desk pads and 
many other leather articles. The well organized shop at Ghardaia has 
trained many very good artisans in this line of work. 


At Ouargla mission a novel idea was realized: a modern weaving 
business in the bleak wastes of the Sahara. It took time and patience 
to work out the details of the project; but today the vast workshop, a 
mill it might be called, houses many weaving and knitting machines. 
A ready market for the finished products is found in the immediate 
neighborhood. 


At the same mission station, in an adjoining shop, a press stamps 
out cement tiles which give a modern touch to the new buildings 


The Hospital at Biskra 
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being set up. As fas as solidity and beauty of 
design are concerned, these tiles can compete 
with the best made in Europe. As each of these 
workshops is considered as a trade school rather 
than as a manufacture, the aim is to turn out a 
first-class product always. 


SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE 


This review of the White Fathers’ activities 
in the Sahara would not be complete without 
mention of the orphanage at El Golea where 
agriculture is taught. In the very heart of the 
desert region, the rich oasis of El Golea stands 
out like a tropical island in the briny expanse 
of the Pacific. Its extraordinary fertility is due 
to artesian wells. The water, from a subter- 
ranean lake 300 ft. below the surface of the 
ground, gushes up in abundance, providing 
humidity for splendid crops. A better spot 
could not have been chosen to teach agriculture 
to the orphans of the Sahara. 


MORAL TRAINING 


These various training schools for the grow- 
ing generation of the desert have given results 
which could not have been obtained otherwise. 
Along with material assistance, the Moslems of 
the Sahara are receiving a moral training which 
draws them a step closer to Christianity. 

The White Sisters have used similar methods 
for the material and moral benefit of the girls. 
The emancipation of Moslem women of the 
Sahara still being in its infancy, you must not 
expect to find the girls training to become 
mechanics or even typists! 


In the workrooms for girls the Sisters teach 
reading and writing, and especially the weaving 
of woolen or camel's hair rugs and tapestry, 
embroidery, lace making, etc. Gradually these 
schools are giving more and more time to 
household arts, as it is of prime importance to 
teach the Arab girls how to keep house, how to 
cook, how to fashion clothes for themselves and 
the children. This training in home economics 
means a saving which is gradually bringing up 
the standard of living in the desert. Good 
housekeeping is an essential factor of harmony 
and comfort in the home. 


WORKROOMS FOR GIRLS 


Practically speaking the Arab woman is still 
in the bonds of slavery that have shackled her 
Moslem ancestors for centuries; she cannot even 
conceive another order of things for herself. 
She must be awakened from her natural apathy 
and made to realize that she must break her 
bonds herself by acquiring the qualities which 
will make of her the companion of her husband 
instead of his slave. 

It would have been impossible to do more 
for the women of the Sahara than what has 
been accomplished by the White Sisters in their 
workrooms. And such splendid results were 
obtained in the face of theorists who predicted 
certain failure. At the workshop the girl is not 
only taught a trade which will bring material 
comforts to her own home, she is also given a 
moral training which completely changes her 
outlook on life. Everybody admits today that, 
at first sight, you can pick out the women who 
were trained by the White Sisters. Their way 


Visiting the Nomads in the Sahara 
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The Oasis of Ouargla 


of dressing, their moral behavior, their self- 
respect, the neatness of their homes and 
children are in marked contrast with the general 
sloppiness of their neighbors. 


These tangible results explain why parents 
are now so keen on sending their children to 
the mission school. They want their own 
children to become as well-bred as the former 
pupils of the schools. The Sisters now have ten 
workrooms in the most important centers of 
population in the Sahara. Some of these work- 
rooms have as many as 400 girls in training. 


A third phase of mission work in the Sahara 
are the schools proper. There, as elsewhere, 
mission schools had been planned from the very 
beginning. But at first the missionary had to 
feel his way along and test different methods. 
Before he could teach, the professor had to 
learn; he had to adapt European methods to 
local mentality; he even had to convince the 
Arabs of the importance of modern education 
for their children. This pioneering work was 
slow and sometimes disheartening; but it was 
not time lost. The missionary was blazing the 
trail for his successors. 


SCHOOLS FOR GIRLS 


The natives of the Sahara had strong preju- 
dices against modern education. The idea of 
teaching reading and writing to girls, in parti- 
cular, seemed not only extravagant but posi- 
tively scandalous. Who had ever heard of such 
a thing in the past? As for the boys, wasn’t it 
sufficient for them to attend the traditional 
schools where they memorized the Koran and 


learned to write by copying the text of the 
sacred book of Islam? 

Such convictions were so deep-rooted that 
they still influence some parents. They would 
be ashamed to send their daughters to the mis- 
sion school. _Those who do give in to the 
modern trend stop sending their daughters to 
school when they are 11 or 12 years old (just 
as they are beginning to make headway in their 
studies), because it is not becoming for a girl 
of that age to attend school. 


In spite of such handicaps the White Sisters 
have managed to open at least an elementary 
school for girls in most of their mission stations. 
Gradually, from year to year, minds are broaden- 
ing. It is being realized by the natives them- 
selves that it is not useless for women to learn 
the 3 R’s. They will be but slaves as long as 
they have not an intellectual training that will 
raise them above their present state of inferiority. 


As far as education for boys is concerned, 
all traces of former prejudices have disappeared. 
Parents no longer despise the schools, nor do 
the children shun them. The mission schools of 
Ghardaia, El Golea and Ouargla are so crowded 
that registration must be limited. The buildings 
have been enlarged; but they are still inadequate. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


I must add that Ain Sefra possesses a school 
of higher education, which takes boarders as 
well as day scholars. There you find side by 
side representatives of the many races and tribes 
of northern Sahara: Europeans, Negroes, Arabs 
and Israelites. Great is the success of the school 
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Carpet Workroom at Ouargla 


already; and its influence is widely felt. I want 
no other proof than the earnest petitions of all 
classes of society who now want a similar school 
for girls. 


The mere scholastic results of these schools 
are astonishing. The Arab of the Sahara, who 
is naturally bright and hard-working, succeeds 
well in his studies. The fact that he must learn 
French fluently before competing in the same 
examinations with his European classmates sets 


School at 
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in charge 


him back a couple of years. Moreover as the 
parents are unable to start the child’s education 
at the home, everything must be done in the 
classroom. But, if allowances are made for 
these handicaps, one must admit that the Arab 
of the Sahara has sterling intellectual faculties. 
The results obtained in official tests are proof 
conclusive. 

HOPES 

A result, however, which is a thousand times 
more important is the moral evolution of the 
student. Gradually the master feels that his 
pupil’s character is taking shape, that his mind 
is broadening, that his emotions are more keen. 
The missionaries take care not to be mere pro- 
fessors of French or mathematics; they aim at 
the general formation of the student. And it 
must be admitted that they have succeeded 
wonderfully. The former pupils themselves 
realize what they owe to the mission school. 
They miss no occasion of expressing their grati- 
tude towards their devoted teachers. 

Such is the seed that has been sown in the 
vast wastes of the Sahara. The first-fruits of so 
much labor and toil are but a sample of the 
abundant harvest that the missionaries hope to 
reap in the future. The very sands of the 
desert, when given water and proper care, have 
produced rich harvests. Why then with God's 
grace and our Blessed Mother's intercession 
should not the patient and loving toil of the 
missionaries produce like results in the seem- 
ingly dry and arid soul of the Moslem . 
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Little girls learning the 3 R’s 
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3 An Echo From Africa 


A LITTLE BLACK ANGEL 
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God came to our mission to take to Himself 
the innocent white soul of one of the smaller 
children. Thomas was just seven and stayed at the 
mission with a younger brother. They come from 
a Protestant family, but the father who brought 
them to the mission wanted them to become 
Catholic. 


He brought to the attention of the sister that 
Thomas had never been very strong from birth and 
that recurrent attacks of malaria seemed to be 
draining all his remaining strength. Saturday morn- 
ing he was put to bed when it was discovered that 
he was running a 104 degree temperature. He had 
apparently been well the day before, attending 
school as usual and playing with the other children 
in the yard afterwards. This didn’t cause any par- 
ticular concern, however, as he had had tempera- 
tures that high before. He was showered with every 
possible care and by Sunday he seemed to have 
improved but the thermometer showed a recurrence 
of the fever on Monday and his weak little body 
seemed to be more frail than ever. He was sleep- 
ing peacefully when the sister looked in on him 
Tuesday before Mass, but shortly after she was 
called to come in great haste. He had already lost 
consciousness and seemed to be in great pain in 
spite of everything that was done to give relief. 
His family was notified to come quickly and an 
aunt who lived close to the mission arrived. The 
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priest had come at two o'clock to administer the 
sacraments of Baptism and Extreme Unction and 
one of the male attendants was Godfather to the 
dying boy. It was six o’clock, the hour of the 
angelus, when God came to fetch His little 
black angel. 

Thomas was already laid out in the parlor when 
his father arrived. He was stricken with grief but 
it was a great consolation for him to learn that he 
had died in the Catholic Church. “My little 
Thomas is in heaven,” he said, “and I thank God 
that He loved him so much that He took him to 
Himself.” ‘He was always so good and I loved 
him with all my heart. Though it is hard to part 
with him, I find comfort in the thought that he is 
happy in heaven and will be the protector and inter- 
mediary for all those he knew and loved on earth.” 


Sr. Marie Elianne 
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An Arab came to the dispensary with his wife 
and asked the Father to pull one of her teeth. The 
Father remarked that the tooth looked sound to 
him. But, as the Arab insisted that it had to come 
out, the missioner extracted the tooth which, in 
fact, proved to be in good condition. 

“Did it hurt you?” the Arab inquired. 

“No,” she answered, “I felt no pain.” 


Sitting down on the bench without more ado, the 
man opened his mouth and pointed to a badly 
decayed tooth. “I’m the one with the aching tooth,” 
he explained. “I just wanted to make sure that you 
wouldn’t hurt me.” 
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Embarassing Moment 


Besides all the serious problems which confront 
a White Sister in Africa, there are often minor 
ones which call for all her ingenuity to solve. One 
morning Bartholomew came to the Convent and 
asked for the Superior. 


““Mameya,” (Mother) he said: “I have something 
to ask you. This is my feast day and last year on 
this date you promised me a picture of my patron 
saint. I have come for it.” 


The Bakerewes are very pious and every Cath- 
olic wishes to have a picture of his patron saint. 
The Babikira (Sisters) are expected to satisfy all 
their requests. 


“Well,” said Mameya rather at a loss, “I con- 
gratulate you. I prayed for you this morning at 
Mass and I was glad to see all your children at 
Holy Communion. But . . . well, your Patron 
Saint, I have not found his picture yet.” 


Bartholomew looked shocked: “A whole year 
has passed, and you have not found the picture of 
such a great saint!” 


Something had to be done and the Superior 
struck a bright idea: “Oh, I have a picture of Jesus 
with his apostles, Bartholomew is among them. 
Here look at it.” 


The good man was delighted and studying the 
picture attentively he cried: “It represents Jesus 
instituting the Holy Eucharist; St. Peter is on 
His right and on the other side is St. John.” Then 
turning to his little grandson, “Come near that I may 
show you the picture of John, your saint. And 
mine,” he asked Mameya, “where is mine?” 


The Superior pointed to one of the apostles and 
said: “That must be he.” And Bartholomew was 
happy. 


But Mameya resolved never to promise any 
more pictures, 
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A little boy arrived at the mission 
and pleaded, “Please, Father, give 
me a rosary, mine is all broken.” 

“Sorry, my little chap, I have none. 
Why not make one for yourself; you 
can find the beads in the bush trees.” 

“Father, the trees that give those 
seeds are dry at this time of the 
year.” 

“Well then, put together the bits 
of your rosary while you wait for 
the seeds...” 

“But, Father, I can not put my 
rosary together. I only have a few 
pieces of it left.” 

“Too bad, I am very sorry, but I 
have no more rosaries. You will have 
to use your fingers.” 

é Then Petro looked up at Father 
\ and asked, “Well, can you indul- 
_.} gence my fingers?” 


Their Rosary 


(Concluded from page 3) 


who works hard all day to provide the needs of 
her large family. One often catches her, rosary 
in hand, while she stands over the fire in the 
kitchen. 


At night after work she hurries to the church 
for her daily visit before the Blessed Sacrament 
—hbut often the door has already been locked, 
so on the doorstep Barbara kneels, and in the 
greatest recollection, says her rosary. 

* * * 
O Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for 
our dear Africans and win all of Africa for 
Jesus, Thy Divine Son . . . May His kingdom 
come... 
A White Sister 


Iii rasteeeee eee econ neat eae 
OBITUARY 


We recommend to the prayers of our Readers the 
souls of: 


oo 


Mr. Charles Davis, Bergenfield, N. J. 
Mary Kitson, Jersey City, N. J. 

Mrs. Grace Slaught, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dr. Kenneth MacInnis, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mr. Herbert Martin, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mrs. Hebson, Chicago, III. 
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(Sth National CSMC Gouveutiou 


3,000 delegates attended the Catholic Stu- 
dents Mission Crusade Convention at Notre 
Dame University this year. 

In his recent mission encyclical HERALDS 
OF THE GOSPEL, our Holy Father exhorted 
all the Catholic people of the world to have 
“courage worthy of the great moments of his- 
tory.” The theme of the CSMC Convention was 


based on his words. 


APPRAPACRRCONO0N00000900000000000000000000U" 


AMERICAN YOUTH 
NOW CHALLENGED BY WORLD 
EVENTS MUST MEET 
MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


ISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN, National Director 
Bu the Society for the Propagation of the 

Faith, strongly urged all Students to adopt 
a program of education, sacrifice and love of 
the Holy Father. His Excellency advised them to 
become familiar with the Church’s condition in 
all parts of the world, predicting in particular 
that in less than 200 years, Africa would not 
only be an all Catholic Continent but would 
also surpass the United States in the extent of 
its industrial development. He indicated that 
Church success in the land of the Crescent 
would have a beneficial political effect. After 
enumerating the countless needs of the Holy 
Father's Mission, Bishop Sheen begged the 
Crusaders to sacrifice generously for them. His 
Excellency ended with these stirring words: 
“There is a latent spirit of sacrifice in the 
American Youth that must be tapped by leaders 
of the Church before politicians can take advan- 
tage of it with possible dire consequences as in 
Germany, Italy, and Russia.” 
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Archbishop Karl J. Alter of Cincinnati, na- 
tional president of the CSMC, challenged the 
Crusaders to new visions of missionary aposto- 
late. ‘Great opportunities are open to the mis- 
sionary Church,” said His Excellency, and the 
success er failure of the Christian people in 
this great moment of apostolate may mean 


peace or its opposite for long years to come.” 


The Crusaders adopted three major areas of 
the world in their action program: Africa, Asia, 


and the Americas. 


More than 50 Missionary Orders had booths 
in the large exhibit hall . . . booths ingeniously 
designed to inspire Youth with great enthu- 


siam and love for the Missions, 


On the last night, our Holy Father's blessing 
was bestowed upon all Crusaders by Bishop 
Frank A. Thill. Msgr. Edward A. Freking, the 
present national secretary, then called upon the 
Crusaders to renew their allegiance to the 
CSMC motto “You shall know the truth.” 


Referring to all missionary bishops, priests, 
and religious standing on the high steps behind 
an open air altar, Monsignor vibrantly said: 
“These are the people we serve when we say 
that we are serving the missions. These are 
people whose courage and dedication to Christ 
provide examples for us who have heard our 
Holy Father's call to live and act with courage 


worthy of the great moments of history.” 
May God send an army of valiant Crusaders 
to all Mission Lands! 
AMERICAN YOUTH 
UP AND FORWARD! 


THE CHURCH NEEDS YOU! 
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